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December 23, 2015 

Another Severe Collision on the QEW Involving 
Multiple Vehicles, Fire & Two Fatalities 

It is reported that four vehicles, including two tractor trailers were involved in a collision 
event on the QEW between Trafalgar Road and Royal Windsor Drive just after 2100 
hours on Tuesday, December 22, 2015. Two persons perished in the incident that 
involved a significant fire. No information is available as to how the events occurred. 

Such scenarios often involve vehicles that have slowed down, or perhaps have come to a 
complete stop on a high speed expressway where drivers do not expect such slow traffic. 
In such incidents braking assistance based on forward sensing radar or similar systems 
might greatly improve the chances that collisions would be avoided or be vastly reduced 
in their severity. While it remains to be seen whether such new technology may bring its 
own set of problems, the present belief is that the implementation of these systems 
cannot come soon enough. 

December 21, 2015 

Another Police Chase and Collision on Hwy 401 Near 
London Ontario 

Although the details are unclear, another driver decided to evade police after being 
pulled over on Highway 401 near Wellington Road in London, Ontario. Rather than face 
a breathalyser test the driver decided to make a run for it and sped eastbound. Upon 
approaching the Veterans Memorial Parkway the driver took that exit and the left side 
tires of the vehicle travelled off the outside edge of the curve as shown in some of the 
photos below. 



 
View, looking east at the exit ramp from eastbound Highway 401 to Veterans Memorial 
Parkway in London. The fleeing driver attempted to exit at this ramp however his speed 

might have been too high. 

 
The ramp road at Veterans Memorial Parkway is typical of most in that there is a gradual 

curve followed by a sharper one as vehicles slow down within the ramp road. 
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View showing the sharper curve of the ramp road at a point where most drivers would have 

slowed down from the highway speed. 

 
Shortly after passing through the sharp curve this photo shows how the left side tires of the 

vehicle exited onto the left grass area. The two tire marks just to the left of the asphalt 
pavement indicate that the vehicle has entered into a slight clockwise yaw, or rotation. 
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The driver was able to correct the clockwise rotation momentarily as he likely steered 
back to the left however this brought the vehicle back off the left side of the pavement 
for a second time. During this second exit from the pavement the yaw marks which 
indicate the rotation of the vehicle were more pronounced as evidenced in the photo 
below. 

 
View of yaw mark on the yellow painted line on the outside of the curve indicating that the 

vehicle is sliding as it crosses over that line. 
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As shown above this yaw mark indicates that the vehicle is returning to the ramp road 
for a second time however the clockwise rotation is too great and the vehicle travels 
toward the right roadside. Unfortunately there was no guardrail at this portion of the 
curve and the vehicle slid off the right roadside and slid down a steep embankment. 
Debris at the vehicle's rest position indicated that it was an older model, 
burgundy, Buick Century. 

 
View of the tire mark on the right roadside where the vehicle exited and slid off a steep 

embankment. 
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View looking down to the base of the embankment where the Buick Century came to rest. 

Official reports indicate that the driver sustained significant injuries. 

The Province of Ontario Special Investigations Unit (SIU) is reportedly investigating 
this incident as they do whenever a member of the public sustains major injuries and 
police may be involved. 

Generally, there appear to be a great many drivers who reportedly flee police and then 
end up in a major collision within a short distance of where they first encounter police. 
There could be many reasons for this occurrence. 

UPDATE: December 23,2015; 0900 hours 

The London Free Press (LFP) has reported that the driver who was involved in this 
collision was Scott Renaud, who was previously convicted of impaired driving in 2008 
collision near Amherstburg, Ontario that claimed the life of Jessica Ondejko. He was 
also convicted of drunk driving in 1996. As a result of the current incident the LFP 
indicated that Renaud is facing charges of impaired driving of a motor vehicle, failing to 
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remain to provide a sample, flight while pursed by a police officer, dangerous operation 
of a motor vehicle and fail to comply with a probation order. 

Dozens of Pedestrians Mowed Down When Driver 'Intentionally" Drives 
Onto Las Vegas Sidewalk - Similar Instances Happen But Are Not Reported 

How do we know whether a driver intended to cause an accident? 

There may be specific, objective information that police may rely on but too often it has 
been based on subjective evaluations often based on the consequences of the crash and 
whether the investigators/public needs to find someone responsible for the tragedy. 

Yesterday, December 20, 2015 a young female reportedly drove her vehicle deliberately 
onto a Las Vegas sidewalk killing at least one person and sending 37 others to hospital. 
This was a great consequence that became reported internationally by news agencies. 
Yet, sudden unintended acceleration of vehicles is not all that uncommon and each of 
those incidents has the potential of causing numerous fatalities in the wrong 
combination of circumstances. 

On December 12th, Gorski Consulting reported on such a sudden unintended 
acceleration near the intersection of Wellington Road and Ron McNeil Line, just north 
of St. Thomas, Ontario. The accelerating vehicle travelled approximately 250 metres, 
crossed an intersecting roadway and eventually plowed into three parked vehicles. One 
of the parked vehicles was rolled onto its side. This was a violent event that could easily 
have resulted in fatalities. 

Once again, yesterday, December 20th, 2015, just before the incident in Las Vegas, 
another sudden unintended acceleration occurred in east London near the intersection 
of Clarke and Dundas Streets. Although no details were provided, the physical evidence 
suggests that a vehicle was moving northward out of a traffic-light-controlled 
intersection from Argyle Mall as shown in the view below. 



 
View, looking south-east across Dundas Street toward the traffic-light-controlled intersection 

to Argyle Mall. The involved vehicle travelled toward the camera. 

Turning around to face the opposite direction, the view below shows the direction that 
the accelerating vehicle moved toward the north curb of Dundas Street. There is a yellow 
fire hydrant near the north curb and the accelerating vehicle mounted the curb just to 
the left (west) of the fire hydrant. 
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View looking north-west across Dundas Street from the position from which the involved 

vehicle moved northward toward the north curb in the background. 

The view below shows a closer view toward the north curb of Dundas Street and we can 
see the yellow fire hydrant a little more clearly. Black tire marks were visible on the curb 
near the fire hydrant where the accelerating vehicle left the roadway. 
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View, looking north-west, toward the north curb of Dundas Street where the accelerating 

vehicle left the roadway. 

The view below shows a closer view of the curb where the accelerating vehicle left the 
road. 
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View, looking toward the north curb of Dundas Street where the accelerating vehicle left the 

road near the yellow fire hydrant. 

Police produced a yellow paint mark on the curb where the right side tires made a black 
transfer on the curb. The two views below show the transfer made by the left side tires of 
the accelerating vehicle. 
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View of the transfer created by the left side tires of the vehicle as they struck the that curb. 

 
Close-up view of the tire transfer caused by the left tires of the accelerating vehicle. 
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The view below shows that, after the accelerating vehicle mounted the north curb, it 
then travelled across the north sidewalk and moved toward a parking lot on the north 
side of Dundas Street. 

 
View of tire marks on the grass boulevard where the accelerating vehicle crossed over the 

north sidewalk and toward a parking lot on the north side of Dundas Street. 

The view below shows the path of the vehicle from the traffic-light-controlled 
intersection in the background. Note how close the vehicle came to striking the yellow 
fire hydrant as evidenced by the location of the tire marks. 
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View, looking back in the direction from which the vehicle came. Tire marks can be seen in 

the foreground caused by the accelerating vehicle. 

The view below shows the tire mark caused by the left side tires of the vehicle as it 
approached the camera. 
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View of the tire mark caused by the left side tires of the accelerating vehicle as it approached 

the direction of the camera. 
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Close-up view of the tire mark caused by the left side tires of the accelerating vehicle. Note 

how the grass has been abraded away by the spinning of the tire. 

After passing the sidewalk the accelerating vehicle entered into a parking and struck a 
number of parked vehicles, as shown in the view below. 
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View looking north into the parking lot where the accelerating vehicle struck a number of 

parked vehicles. 

The evidence in the parking lot suggested that the collision events were quite violent. 
This was not an accelerating vehicle that was travelling slowly, it had to be travelling 
quite quickly as based on the evidence on the surface of the park lot. The view below 
shows some of the tire marks and gouges in the parking lot which point to the severity of 
the events. 
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View of tire markers and gouges in the pavement of the parking lot. Such evidence is 

suggestive of violent events whereby the accelerating vehicle had to be travelling quickly. 

Even though the accelerating vehicle made contact with vehicles on the south side of the 
parking lot it would appear that the accelerating vehicle travelled to its north side, as 
shown in the two views below. 
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View of stains, tire marks and other evidence leading to the north side of the parking lot. 
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View, looking east along the north side of the parking lot 

Even at the north curb of the parking lot there was evidence that one of the vehicles, 
likely the accelerating vehicle, struck the curb with such severity that it fragmented a 
wheel rim. The view below shows the tire mark on the curb of the parking lot while the 
following view shows the evidence of the fragmented wheel rim. 
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View of evidence of a wheel impact to the north curb of the parking lot. 
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View of the fragments of a wheel rim that were generated as a result of the impact of the 

curb. 

The evidence at the site of the sudden unintended acceleration incident at Dundas and 
Clarke Streets suggests that the vehicle had accelerated to a high speed. The 
consequences could easily have been fatal, not only to the driver but to any persons in 
the vicinity. Similarly, the collision we reported on December 12th, 2015 also involved a 
vehicle that had accelerated to a high speed. Both instances resulted in impacts of many 
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parked vehicles and this eventually stopped the accelerating vehicle's motion. But these 
results were gratuitous. If those parked vehicles were not there and if the vehicles had 
travelled onto a sidewalk that was heavily populated with pedestrians the results could 
have included multiple fatalities. It was a matter of circumstance. 

The incident in Las Vegas drew a great deal of public attention because serious injuries 
and deaths were involved. Similarly, the double fatal collision at the Costco outlet in 
London, Ontario of July 25, 2014, also drew considerable media and public interest 
because it led to the deaths of two innocent children. But the two most recent incidents 
that we reported could also have been equally deadly. 

It is the opinion of Gorski Consulting that we should not focus our attention only to 
events that cause death but we must understand that many incidents that result in 
minor or no injury are no different than those fatal collisions. We must take these lesser 
events just as seriously as the fatal ones. When a vehicle experiences a sudden 
unintended acceleration the investigation as to why it occurred is often inadequate. It is 
often concluded that a driver was at fault because an inadequate investigation was 
carried by persons who did not have the training or experience to consider other 
possibilities. These problems become more difficult to root out when the functioning of 
new automobiles involve sophisticated sensors and electronics that cannot be accessed 
because manufacturers and the regulatory agencies view those inner workings as 
proprietary information that cannot be divulged. In our opinion, when the lives of the 
public are at stake, this should take precedence over the privacy of corporations needed 
for the purposes of competition in the marketplace. 

December 14, 2015 

Grace Glofcheskie Reported to be Fatally Injured 
Pedestrian in Hit-&-Run Collision Involving Ford 
Escape That Evaded a Wellington OPP RIDE Program 
In Downtown Guelph, Ontario 

Grace Glofcheskie has been identified as the unfortunate victim who was struck by a 
stolen Ford Escape after its driver reportedly attempted to avoid being stopped in a 
RIDE checkpoint set up in downtown Guelph, Ontario by the Wellington County OPP. 



 
Grace Glofcheskie was the pedestrian who was struck and killed by the driver of a Ford 

Escape SUV during an attempt to evade a RIDE checkpoint set-up by the Wellington County 
OPP in downtown Guelph, Ontario. 

During a news conference earlier today, Guelph City Police spokesperson, Constable 
Mike Gatto requested the public's assistance in identifying the person, or persons, who 
were in the stolen Ford Escape SUV at the time of the crash. News media reportedly 
wanted more information about the pre-collision events as it was not clear why the 
Wellington County OPP were involved in a RIDE checkpoint in downtown Guelph when 
that jurisdiction was the responsibility of the Guelph City Police. Additional questions 
were asked regarding the timing the arrival of police units of the OPP and Guelph City 
Police. Constable Gatto reportedly refused to answer any of these questions as the 
Province of Ontario Special Investigations Unit was involved and the Guelph Police were 
limited as to what comments they could make about the incident. 

In the view of Gorski Consulting, the identity of the driver of the Ford Escape will be 
readily available once forensic investigators examine the interior of the vehicle and take 
samples of the air bag. Given that the vehicle made an obvious frontal impact with the 
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separated utility pole this collision would likely have been the mechanism that would 
wake up the vehicle's event data recorder ("black box") and trigger the air bag 
deployment. The driver who then make contact with the air bag and deposit DNA 
evidence that should be picked up by investigators and analysed. It remains a mystery 
why police seem to be unable to follow a trail of the suspects from the vehicle as there 
should have been a trail of blood and other evidence leading investigators to the identity 
of the suspect(s). We suspect an arrest should be made relatively quickly. 

UPDATE: December 21, 2015, 2300 Hours 

Curtis L Henri was arrested and charged with numerous offences related to this 
incident. Henri, 21, is a resident of Guelph, Ontario. 

Possible Route from Initial Police Encounter to Collision Site In Guelph 
Fatal Pedestrian SIU Investigation 

It has been reported that Wellington OPP were conducting their Ride Program 
checkpoint for impaired drivers in the vicinity of Arthur Street North and Rose Street in 
central Guelph when they encountered a vehicle that did not stop at the checkpoint. The 
vehicle was later "discovered" by the OPP at the intersection of Woolwich and London 
where the fatal crash events occurred. The map below provides a possible route from the 
initial sighting by police to the accident site. 

 
Possible route taken by stolen vehicle from its initial "encounter" with Wellington OPP up to 

the collision site. 
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The above route would be about 1500 metres in length. Given an average speed of the 
stolen vehicle of about 90 km/h, or 25 metres per second, the time to travel to the 
accident site would be about 60 seconds, or one minute. If a police cruiser was not in 
pursuit and averaged a speed of 60 km/h, or 16.6 metres per second, then it would reach 
the collision site in about 90 seconds, or about 30 seconds after the collision occurred. If 
the stolen vehicle made a right turn onto Woolwich Street shortly after the police 
encounter it is quite likely that it would be lost from police sight. If the OPP were not 
pursuing the stolen vehicle it remains questionable how they happened to come across 
its location without being in visual contact unless they were informed in some way of the 
vehicle's whereabouts. This leads to the question, if someone reported those 
whereabouts, why was that reported to Wellington OPP as opposed to the report being 
made to the more obvious source, the Guelph City Police? 

The issue still remains: Why were the Wellington County OPP conducting a Ride Check 
program to detect impaired drivers in central Guelph when it would be out of their 
jurisdiction? Central Guelph should have been the jurisdiction of the Guelph City Police 
and it would be unusual for a police force to enter the jurisdiction of another police 
force, independent of, and in exclusion of, the police force who were to patrol that 
jurisdiction. While this might not be unusual in instances at the borders of two police 
jurisdictions, the centre of the City of Guelph is not at the border of the two police 
jurisdictions. 

It would appear that further questions and answered are needed to explain this 
peculiarity. 

December 13, 2015 

Wellington County OPP Being Investigated by 
Ontario's Special Investigations Unit After Vehicle 
Travels 120 Metres After Knocking Down Utility Pole 
in a Fatal Pedestrian Collision in Guelph Ontario 

A vehicle that reportedly failed to stop at a ride program checkpoint is the focus of an 
investigation after it was involved in a collision that killed a pedestrian on Woolwich 
Street in central Guelph, Ontario at approximately 0300 hours this morning. The 
vehicle reportedly struck and killed a pedestrian although the location of that impact 
with respect to the other collision evidence has not been revealed at this time. The driver 
and possible other occupants fled from the vehicle and have not been found. The speed 
of the vehicle could be appreciated by noting that it struck down a utility pole located 
between Charles and Edwin Streets and that it came to rest on its roof approximately 
120 metres further, at the intersection of Woolwich and London Road. 

The occupant(s) of the vehicle would likely have sustained injury and therefore trails of 
blood and similar evidence may lead police along their escape path. 



The map below shows the area of central Guelph where the collision events occurred. 
The first red arrow shows the vehicle's path toward the general location of the struck 
utility pole while the second indicates the vehicle's rest position. 

 
Site of fatal, hit & run, pedestrian collision in central Guelph, Ontario 

The distance shown by the length of the second left arrow is about 120 metres. There 
was substantial damage to the front end of the vehicle and the utility pole was fractured 
and separated. Thus a substantial amount of energy and speed were lost from that 
impact alone. Factoring in the deceleration that might be involved in the 120 metres of 
post-impact travel, accompanied by the eventual rollover of the vehicle, there is no 
doubt that this vehicle was travelling extremely quickly. 

The unresolved issue is that an OPP police cruiser was located next to the upside down 
vehicle at its rest position and the question remains why the OPP were at the site rather 
than the Guelph City Police service. Was there a pursuit in place at the time of the 
collision or did the OPP come upon the collision after it had already occurred. Many 
additional questions need answers. 
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December 12, 2015 

Sudden Unintended Acceleration - Unreported 
Unless Fatal 

It would seem that it requires the death of innocent children such as those at the 
London Costco collision in July of 2014 before the occurrence of a sudden unintended 
acceleration is allowed to reach the public's notice. 

Such appeared to be the case this week when local news media reported "No injuries in 
crash involving five vehicles near St. Thomas" (London Free Press) which occurred on 
December 8, 2015. It was reported that a southbound vehicle on Wellington Road was 
involved in the incident near the intersection with Ron McNeil Line. Certainly there 
were reports of heavy damage to all five vehicles but nothing was mentioned about a 
possible unintended sudden acceleration. Gorski Consulting examined the site on the 
following day and uncovered obvious evidence that the vehicle was involved in a 
prolonged, accelerative event. 

The physical evidence indicated that the accelerating vehicle travelled over 2o0 metres 
while producing the evidence of its acceleration. In comparison, the driver of the 2004 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo in the Costco crash, Ruth Burger, only travelled about 58 metres 
before crashing into the front doors of the Costco outlet. The argument could be taken, if 
Mrs. Burger was found guilty of the death of two innocent children because she did not 
bring her vehicle to a stop, should the individual in the present case also be charged? Or 
does it depend on whether an innocent person is killed? 

The photo below shows a view looking south along Wellington Road toward the 
intersection of Ron McNeil Line in the background. 



 
View, looking south, along Wellington Road toward the intersection with Ron McNeil Line. 
The physical evidence indicates that the collision-involved vehicle exited the roadway to the 

left just as the travel lanes were widening for the upcoming intersection. 

The first evidence visible to us was in the form of tire marks that commenced at the east 
curb of Wellington Road near the sewer grate shown in the photo below. 
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View, looking south, along the east side of Wellington Road toward the sewer grate where the 

tire marks of the collision-involved vehicle became visible. 

As the vehicle entered the grass of the east roadside it made a change in direction, to 
travel at a greater angle toward the east as shown in the photo below. 
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Southward view of the tire marks in the background showing that the vehicle changed its 

direction as it passed through the grass. 

After crossing a driveway the vehicle's motion is then changed again as it moves on a 
more southerly angle as shown in the photo below. 
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View showing that the tire marks change direction slightly toward the south as they cross the 

driveway. 

The vehicle is vaulted slightly after reaching the upslope of Ron McNeil Line, as shown 
in the photo below. 
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View of the tire marks leading up to the crossroad, Ron McNeil Line. A vehicle at a location 
similar to the red pick-up truck was struck as the accelerating vehicle passed through the 

road. 

After striking a vehicle on Ron McNeil Line the accelerating vehicle passed to the south 
side of the crossroad where it collided with a wooden-based sign, as shown in the photos 
below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/21691.jpg


 
View, looking south, from Ron McNeil Line showing the tire marks of the accelerating vehicle 

in the background. 

 
View of the bare area in the lawn where a wood-based sign was struck down while the vehicle 

continued southward into the background. 
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It was reported that three vehicles were struck as they were in the parking lot, as shown 
in the photos below. 

 
View of the area where the accelerating vehicle struck three parked vehicles. The change in 

direction of the tire marks indicates where those impacts occurred. 
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View of the location of the parking lot where the physical evidence of the collisions ceased. 

By all indications this was a high speed event that could easily have resulted in fatal 
consequences. We spoke to the owner of the business where the parked vehicles were 
struck and he showed us photos of the damaged vehicles at their rest position after the 
collision. One of the parked vehicles had been rolled onto its side while there was 
extensive front end damage to the accelerating vehicle which appeared to be a black 
pick-up truck. There was evidence that the driver reported to have lost consciousness 
before the collision events. Yet, judging by the change in direction of the vehicle during 
its travel, that conclusion appears suspect. 

In general, the public needs to be informed of these sudden acceleration incidents. In 
our opinion investigators rarely find the "silver bullet" that provides conclusive evidence 
of why such an acceleration occurs. In most instances, investigators exclude some 
factors and then, when no other explanations remain, the driver is blamed as that is the 
only remaining target. It is our belief that many of these incidents are more complex 
that those simple explanations. 
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December 7, 2015 

Ontario's New Cyclist Protection Legislation - 
A Fantastic Idea  

 
How could anyone possibly argue that giving cyclists a metre of lateral clearance during 

passing is nothing but a tremendous stride for future safety! 

Ontario's roads much like all of North America, have suffered from a historic lack of 
inclusion of cyclist traffic. In the 1940s, 50s or 60s there was no thought that the 
wonderful automobile would have to share the wide expanses of the western world with 
a slow, two-wheeled contraption that needed a continual muscular effort to keep it 
going. Climate change and congestion might be two of the remaining three factors 
(minus high oil prices) that required North Americans to re-think their love of the 
automobile. So we began to squeeze the bicycle into our North American road system. 

Unfortunately many of our roads were not built to accommodate both automobile and 
bicycle traffic. Yet many jurisdictions believe that the painting of bicycle lanes onto such 
roads will cause a sharing of the road. 
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The historic Canadian climate has not been kind to the road sharing idea. 

 
Is there enough road to share? 

Road sharing needs considerable thought before application. 
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Interruptions of bicycle lanes is one of the greatest problems with painted bicycle lanes. 

 

Though costly, we need to make a complete separation between automobile and cyclist 
traffic if cyclist safety is to be truly improved. 

December 1, 2015 

Proprietary Automotive Software & Systems - How Will 
Public Safety Be Guaranteed? 

Volkswagen Canada has reportedly sent out a large advertising campaign in which it has 
apologized for its cheating, emissions software. This may reduce the damage done to 
Volkswagen's corporate image and allow it to continue where it left off as one of the 
world's largest automotive manufacturers. However, questions remain regarding the 
broad issue of proprietary software and systems that no one is allowed to examine 
except the manufacturer. 

In simpler times the safe functioning of automobiles was easy to observe and evaluate. 
In the pre-electronic age a mechanical steering or braking system was easy to access, 
measure and manipulate. However the functioning of modern automobiles is all about 
electronics, modules and software, whose functioning is unseen as manufacturers claim 
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the right to hold them secret from their competitors. Now the software and systems that 
make a vehicle steer, brake or accelerate are invisible to the public and often to the 
safety regulators whose duty it is to keep the public from harm. 

While the Volkswagen revelation is all about less-lethal damaging effects to the 
environment, the question must be asked: What other secret malfunctions and cheats lie 
in all manufacturers software and systems that have not reached the knowledge of the 
regulators or public? Unfortunately, the Pandora's Box of modern electronics has 
infiltrated every modern vehicle, yet there is no solution on the horizon whereby the 
public can be protected from its sting. 
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